
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Chambers 
28 February 2025 

 
 

An Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on Cammeraygal lands at the Council Chambers, 
North Sydney at 7.00pm on Monday 10 March 2025. The agenda is as follows. 

 

 
 
THERESE COLE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

North Sydney Council is an Open Government Council. The records of 
Council are available for public viewing in accordance with this policy, 

with the only exception being made for certain confidential 
documents such as legal advice, matters required by legislation not 

to be divulged, and staff matters. 

  
 

 

1. Opening of Meeting 
 
2. Acknowledgement of Country 
 
3. Apologies and applications for leaves of absence or attendance by 

audio-visual link by councillors 
 
4. Confirmation of Minutes 
 
5. Disclosures of Interests 
 
6. Public Forum 
 
7. Items by Exception 
 
8. Mayoral Minutes 

 
8.1 MM01: Addressing the impacts of bus privatisation 
8.2 MM02: Impacts of E-Bike Share on local streets 

 
9. Reports of Committees 

 
9.1 Traffic Committee Minutes - 7 February 2025 

  



 
 

 
 
10. Reports to Council 

 
10.1 Draft 2025-35 Community Strategic Plan 
10.2  Revised Draft Social Media Policy 
10.3  Compliance and Enforcement Policy 
10.4 North Sydney Local Planning Panel Report FY2023/24 
10.5 Development Applications Approved - Quarterly Report Q1 & Q2 FY2024/25 
10.6 Hume Street Park - Expansion Project 
10.7 Loan funding for the North Sydney Olympic Pool project 

 
11. Notices of Motion/Questions with Notice 

 
11.1 Notice of Motion 7/25: Dogs in Pubs - Crs Carr & Keen 
11.2 Notice of Motion 8/25: Proposal to change the mode of Mayor selection to a 

popularly elected system - Crs Carr & Keen 
11.3 Notice of Motion 9/25: Lime and other share-ride bicycles - Crs Carr and Keen 
11.4 Notice of Motion 10/25: Review of Heritage Pubs - Cr Holding 

 
12. Matters of Urgency 

 
Raised by Councillors 

 
13 Closure of Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the spirit of open, accessible, and transparent government, the Council meetings of North 
Sydney Council will be streamed live via Council’s website. By speaking at a Council meeting, 
members of the public agree to being recorded and must ensure their speech to the Council 
is respectful and use appropriate language. A person who uses defamatory, discriminatory, 
or offensive language may be exposed to liability for which Council takes no responsibility. 
Any part of the meeting that is held in Closed Session will not be recorded. 
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TO: The Mayor Zoë Baker, and Councillors Antonini, Beregi, Carr, Holding, Hoy, 
Keen, Santer, Spenceley, and Welch 

 
 

MEETING OF COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 10 MARCH 2025  
 
1. OPENING MEETING 
 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVES OF ABSENCE OR 
ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO-VISUAL LINK BY COUNCILLORS 

 
 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

THAT THE MINUTES of the Ordinary Council meeting held on Monday 10 February 
2025 be taken as read and confirmed. 

 
 

5. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
 

6. PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 

7. ITEMS BY EXCEPTION 
 
 

8. MINUTES OF THE MAYOR 
 

8.1 MM01: Addressing the impacts of bus privatisation 
In 2021 the former Coalition State Government privatised bus services on the Lower 
North Shore and Northern Beaches when it awarded an eight-year contract to 
operate bus routes serving this locality to private contractor Keolis Downer. Since 
Keolis Downer commenced operating, local bus routes have been lost, reduced or 
become increasingly unreliable. Too many routes have been cancelled or scrapped 
altogether. Those routes that operate are full, late or, too often, cancelled, or buses 
just never turn up. 
On 18 September 2022, the NSW Legislative Council Portfolio Committee No. 6 – 
Transport published a report on their Inquiry into the Privatisation of Bus Services.  
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The Chair of the Committee wrote in the Introduction to the report: 
Public transport is a public good. Its value extends beyond its direct profitability, 
and goes to the heart of what we value in our society. The people of New South 
Wales deserve accessible, affordable and reliable public bus services. They have a 
right to expect that the NSW Government will deliver this public service not just to 
make a profit, but because it’s the right thing for government to do – to empower 
community mobility and equity.  
 Private bus operators have a long history in New South Wales. In fact, bus services 
in some metropolitan and regional communities have only ever, or for many 
decades, been privately operated. Most companies are family owned and 
operated, are embedded in their community and responsive to its needs.  
 Those private bus services were not the focus of this inquiry. This inquiry has taken 
a critical lens to the transfer of bus services in metropolitan and outer-
metropolitan Sydney from the State Transit Authority to private bus operators, 
most of which are large and multinational companies. The community anger and 
frustration at the degradation of services is palpable. It is clear to us that the NSW 
Government’s decision to privatise these bus services has been nothing short of a 
disaster.(p.vii) 

The Inquiry found that the privatisation of bus services in Sydney and Newcastle 
resulted in more limited-service delivery, higher costs for passengers, worse pay and 
conditions for bus drivers, and that changes to bus services in Sydney and Newcastle - 
including the location of stops, frequency of services and changes to routes - have at 
times occurred without comprehensive community consultation. 
 More than two years after that Inquiry was held, our community remains, rightfully, 
angry and frustrated as commuters queue for hundreds of metres at Cammeray and 
Neutral Bay every day. Every day the queues continue, unabated, with children late to 
school, commuters late for work, and traffic congestion increasing as residents seek 
alternative travel arrangements.  
 Since I became Mayor, I have raised concerns with the Minister for Transport in 
relation to the unreliability of bus services on the Lower North Shore.  More recently, 
I have been inundated by residents beyond angry and frustrated, not only with the 
buses but with the failure of local State MPs to address the problems their government 
created. The impact of the privatised bus services is at crisis point.  In a vacuum of any 
practical action from State Members, Council remains a staunch advocate to the State 
Government on this important issue for residents, students, and workers. 
I therefore recommend: 
1. THAT Council notes that the impacts of the privatisation of bus services is an 
inherited problem for the current State Government that demands urgent action to 
fix. 
2. THAT Council seek an urgent meeting with the Minister for Transport seeking 
immediate action to: 
i. implement the recommendations of the Inquiry into the Privatisation of Bus Services 
ii. increase services on the Lower North Shore network to meet commuter demand 
and address delays and queues; and 
iii. review the number of services and routes in the context of increasing demand for 
public transport from localities such as Cremorne, Neutral Bay, and Cammeray that 
are solely served by buses and slated for significant density increases under the low 
and mid-rise housing reforms.  
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8.2 MM02: Impacts of E-Bike Share on local streets 
The growing popularity of e-bikes presents unique challenges in regulation and safety 
for the State Government, NSW Police, and Local Governments. Council is actively 
advocating for improved management of these challenges. 
Over recent months, electric bike share bikes (mostly Lime Bikes) have significantly 
multiplied across the streets of the North Sydney Local Government Area 
(LGA). Whilst many residents appreciate the utility and need for electric bike share, 
particularly with the challenging topography of North Sydney, there is increasing 
frustration with the way that share bikes are left, too often carelessly, to obstruct 
pedestrian and, at times, vehicular access. The responsiveness of bike-share operators 
does not appear to be fast enough nor consistent. 
Unfortunately, bike share operations are not managed by North Sydney Council, nor 
any Council for that matter. They are regulated by NSW State Government legislation. 
Councils are unable to prevent bike share operators from expanding into any LGA. 
The management and regulation of bike share systems fall under the Public Spaces 
(Unattended Property) Act 2021 and the accompanying Public Spaces (Unattended 
Property) Regulation 2022. This legislation prevents NSW Local Governments, 
including North Sydney Council, from restricting bike-share operators from legally 
operating within an LGA. Instead, the Act and Regulation outline the requirements 
operators must follow, including the timeframes for relocating improperly parked 
bikes. If these requirements are not met, Councils are permitted to impound the bikes.  
The process is time-consuming and relies on individuals making complaints in the first 
instance to the bike-share operator before alerting Council to exercise compliance 
action. 
It is vital that bike-share operators effectively manage their operations and, wherever 
possible, provide dedicated parking areas.  
Council is, therefore, working on multiple fronts to improve the regulation and 
operation of bike-share operators. Council is exploring the potential for regulation 
under the Local Government Act - although this approach has not yet been 
implemented by any other Council. Indeed, Council made a submission to the NSW 
Upper House Inquiry into the use of e-scooters, e-bikes, and related mobility options 
advocating for: 
1. increased funding for active transport to enable local governments to deliver 

separated cycling facilities and road safety initiatives; 
2. implementation of a docked bike-share system; and 
3. additional resources for the Police to regulate the use of e-bikes and e-scooters, 

particularly on footpaths. 
In addition, Council is currently investigating a trial to participate in a project with 
Transport for NSW to install dedicated parking bays within the North Sydney CBD and 
Crows Nest, close to the metro stations. The purpose of the trial is to reduce clutter 
caused by poorly parked shared e-bikes, and to prohibit parking outside of these 
designated parking bays. I’m advised that a report will shortly be coming to Council, 
which will provide further details on the proposed trial. It is hoped that the trial will 
result in better regulation of bike share across the whole of NSW. 
In the last term of Council, Council negotiated a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Lime Bikes with the purpose of managing the location and parking of share 
bikes and the responsiveness of Lime Bikes to ensure that local footpaths and roads 
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are not obstructed with bikes. Unfortunately, the final MoU did not proceed – no 
doubt, in part, due to there being no requirement for collaboration between bike-
share operators and Councils prior to expansion into a LGA. However, Lime Bikes 
recently approached Council seeking to revive the MoU to address operational issues 
and bike clutter on local streets. 
I therefore recommend: 
1. THAT Council continue to lobby the Minister for Transport and the Minister for 
Roads to address regulation of bike and scooter share schemes to prioritise pedestrian 
safety and access and bike/scooter clutter. 
2. THAT Council seek to revive the Memorandum of Understanding with Lime Bikes to 
improve e-bike clutter on local streets. 

 
 

9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

9.1 Traffic Committee Minutes - 7 February 2025 
 Report of Peita Rose, Governance Officer 

Council is required to consider the Minutes of this Committee. Section 5.3.2 of the 
RMS Delegation to Council for the Regulation of Traffic states that: All proposals 
recommended by the LTC must still be formally endorsed by the elected Council (or 
their sub-delegate), subject to certain limitations. 
This report presents the Minutes of the last meeting of the Traffic Committee held 7 
February 2025 for Council adoption. The Minutes are attached for information. 
The full reports to the Traffic Committee can be viewed at 
https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/homepage/82/traffic-committee. 
Recommending: 
1. THAT the Minutes of the Traffic Committee meeting dated 7 February 2025 be 
received. 
 

 

10. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 
 

10.1 Draft 2025-35 Community Strategic Plan 
Report of Emma FitzRoy, Executive Manager Organisational Performance 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Council to exhibit the draft 2025-
35 Community Strategic Plan. 
Over the past year, Council has conducted extensive research and broad community 
consultation to identify the key priorities and aspirations of the people who live and 
work in North Sydney. 
This research informed the development of eight key strategies—Culture and 
Creativity, Economic Development, Integrated Transport, Open Space and Recreation, 
Social Inclusion, Environment, Housing, and Governance. These strategies articulate 
the community’s aspirations and provide a roadmap for achieving them. 
The informing strategies were publicly exhibited from 27 November 2024 to 10 
January 2025, updated to reflect community feedback, and formally adopted by 
Council on 10 February 2025. 

 

https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/homepage/82/traffic-committee
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These eight strategies have now been combined to create North Sydney’s draft 2025–
35 Community Strategic Plan (CSP). While the CSP was assembled by Council, it 
belongs to the community, with its content directly reflecting what the community 
have told us over the past year. 
Although the CSP is the community’s plan, it also sets the direction for how Council 
allocates its resources. Council’s 2025–29 Delivery Program and 2025/26 Operational 
Plan (scheduled for presentation to Council in late April 2025) will align with the 
strategic directions outlined in the CSP, detailing the specific actions Council will take 
over the next four years to support delivery of the community’s desired outcomes. 
Approval is now sought to publicly exhibit the draft CSP and invite community 
feedback from 12 March to 9 April 2025. Following this consultation, the CSP will be 
presented to Council for adoption. 
Recommending: 
1. THAT Council undertake community consultation on the draft 2025-35 Community 
Strategic Plan attached to this report from 12 March to 9 April 2025. 
2. THAT Council receive a report, on the outcomes and feedback from the community 
engagement on the draft 2025-35 Community Strategic Plan, at the Ordinary Meeting 
of Council scheduled for 28 April 2025. 

 
 

10.2  Revised Draft Social Media Policy 
Report of Ian Robertson, Service Unit Manager Corporate Governance 
The purpose of this report is for Council to consider feedback from the consultation of 
a proposed social media policy, and to consider its adoption. 
Council does not currently have a social media policy applicable to staff and 
Councillors. 
Council is committed to engaging with the community on social media in a way that 
optimises engagement whilst managing risk. 
Council’s proposed social media policy outlines the framework under which Council 
engages on social media and has been developed to address the challenges and risks 
associated with its use.  
The proposed policy is based upon the Model Social Media Policy from the Office of 
Local Government (OLG). 
The draft policy was placed on public exhibition from 25 July 2024 to 8 September 
2024 and received 12 responses, which are outlined in this report. 
Recommending: 
1. THAT Council note the results of the consultation and adopt the proposed Social 
Media Policy. 

 
 

10.3 Compliance and Enforcement Policy 
Report of Jad Davis, Executive Compliance Officer 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement of the draft Compliance 
and Enforcement Policy for public exhibition and comment. 
The North Sydney Compliance and Enforcement Policy has been in place since 2004. 
The last review and amendment occurred in 2022. The Policy has now been reviewed 
and revised. 
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The structure and layout of the draft Compliance and Enforcement Policy has been 
updated to align with the NSW Ombudsman's Compliance and Enforcement 
Guidelines. 
The content of the draft Policy has been subject to minor housekeeping amendments 
to reference and reflect current legislation. The draft Policy is consistent with the 
current Policy. 
The draft Policy does not include modifications to the way that the Council officers 
investigate or act on compliance matters. 

 Recommending: 
1. THAT Council endorse the draft Compliance and Enforcement Policy and place it on 
public exhibition for 28 days for public comment. 
2. THAT Council adopt the draft Compliance and Enforcement Policy at the end of the 
submission period if no submissions are received during that period. 
3. THAT should submissions be received during the exhibition period, a further report 
on the draft Compliance and Enforcement Policy, that includes consideration of 
submissions, will be provided to Council. 

 
 

10.4 North Sydney Local Planning Panel Report FY2023/24 
 Report of Stephen Beattie, Service Unit Manager Development Services 

The purpose of this report is to detail the activities of the North Sydney Local Planning 
Panel for the 2023/24 financial year. 
This report is provided in response to the provision contained within Section 2.20 (5) 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 which requires that “council 
is to monitor the performance of local planning panels constituted by the council.”   
Reports are to be provided to the Planning Secretary annually based on any given 
financial year.  
This report outlines the role of the North Sydney Planning Panel and its activities and 
performance during the 2023/24 financial year. 

 Recommending: 
1. THAT the North Sydney Local Planning Panel Report 2023/24 report be received. 
 

 

10.5 Development Applications Approved - Quarterly Report Q1 & Q2 
FY2024/25 
 Report of Greg Samardzic, Team Leader Planning & Customer Interface, and Greg 
Sherlock, Planning & Development Advisor 
This report provides an overview of Development Applications approved by Council in 
the first two quarters (1 July 2024 to 31 December 2024) of the current financial year, 
and Council’s performance against the NSW Government’s League Table.  
The Planning Minister’s July 2024 Direction, issued to all Councils in NSW, requires that 
North Sydney Council determine development applications (DAs) within an average of 
115 days after lodgement.  
The number of DAs determined within quarters 1 and 2 of 2024/25 was 112, with a 
development value of $620,653,233. 
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The average determination times derived from the NSW League Table was 147 days 
at the end of Quarter 2, a significant improvement on the two previous years, (207 
and 196 days respectively), but remains above the Ministerial Direction of 115 days. 
The extent and quality of scrutiny in relation to Council’s “clearing house” and 
Development Review Panel (DRP) process is assisting in reducing assessment times. 
It is anticipated that further reductions in determination times will occur in the future, 
with the continued implementation of refined and improved assessment processes.  
A process-mapping and improvement review (with an anticipated completion date of 
April 2025) is underway to identify process improvements to further reduce 
assessment times whilst ensuring a robust application process. The results and 
recommendations of this review will be developed into tangible actions to improve 
determination times.  
Council’s Development Control Plan is also being streamlined to reduce assessment 
complexity. 

 Recommending: 
1. THAT the report be received by Council. 

 
 

10.6 Hume Street Park - Expansion Project 
 Report of Marcelo Occhiuzzi, Director Community and Planning 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s direction in relation to the expansion of 
the Hume Street Park project to ensure timely progression in the context of expected 
accelerated growth following changes introduced by the NSW Government in Crows 
Nest. 
With the impending density increases resulting from the Crows Nest Transport 
Oriented Development (TOD) initiative of the NSW Government, it is important that 
supporting infrastructure is able to be delivered responsibly without delay.  
The NSW Government has announced $520M funding to be shared amongst eight 
TOD precincts for upgrades to roads, active transport, and open space. It is important 
that Council ensure it is in the best possible position to attract such funding. 
Council developed a series of growth and placemaking plans for the St 
Leonards/Crows Nest precinct (St Leonards/Crows Nest Planning Studies Precincts 1-
3), between 2011 and 2015. The first of these was adopted by Council in October 2012. 
The Studies identified opportunities for improved urban design outcomes in this 
precinct whilst accommodating managed increases in height and density. 
One key component of the Precinct 1 Study was the identification of a new area of 
open space to be delivered as an expanded Hume Street Park, to provide for the open 
space requirements of a growing population. 
As part of that process, three Hume Street Park expansion options were developed for 
consultation and after that engagement process, “Option 3” was selected as the 
preferred option by Council in September 2015. This option was an aspirational design 
which included the relocation of the existing indoor sports centre and parking in an 
underground format. 
In 2015, the project was to be broken into three stages. Stage 1 is now complete. Stage 
2 was amended in 2021 to include additional open space; however, design and 
delivery has been delayed due to competing demands. 



COUNCIL MEETING – 10/03/25 (10)  
 

 
 

To ensure maximum open space delivery in a timely manner, it is recommended 
Stage 2 of the project be further amended and declared the priority project for TOD 
related State Government Funding. 

 Recommending: 
1.THAT Council commence immediate detailed planning and consultation for the 
expansion of the Hume Street Park that retains the existing indoor sports centre and 
public parking in their current location as an expanded stage 2 of the previously 
endorsed concept plan for the park. 
2.THAT Council allocate a budget of $1 million within the 2025/26 budget from the 
development contributions reserves towards the project, to advance to approval 
stage. 
3. THAT Council make representations to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 
to prioritise the necessary funding from the available $520M Transport Oriented 
Development fund to deliver the Hume Street Park expansion project.     
4.THAT, despite pursuing a shorter-term open space project as per 1 above, Council 
continue to work towards the long-term and aspirational vision for the expansion of 
the Hume Street Park consistent with its 2015 preferred option which includes the 
undergrounding of the indoor sports centre and public parking and in doing so, 
consider design modifications that account for changing strategic directions. 

 
 

10.7 Loan funding for the North Sydney Olympic Pool project 
 Report of Aigul Utegenova, Chief Financial Officer 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s approval to obtain a $10 million loan 
required for the completion of the North Sydney Olympic Pool project.  
At its meeting of 10 February 2025, Council approved a $10 million loan for the 
completion of the North Sydney Olympic Pool project.  
This will bring external loan borrowing on the project to a total of $61 million.  
The confidential attachment to this report contains details of the available loan 
options and a recommended option.  
Recommending: 
1. THAT Council resolves that the identified attachment to this report is to be treated 
as confidential in accordance with section 11(3) of the Local Government Act for the 
following reason under section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act: 

(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
(iii) reveal a trade secret.  

2. THAT the recommendations of the confidential report be adopted. 
 
 

11. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

11.1 Notice of Motion 7/25: Dogs in Pubs - Crs Carr & Keen  
1. THAT Council request a report from the Chief Executive Officer on the issue of the 
permissibility of pet dogs in licenced premises in the Council area including: 
1. Current legal requirements; 

The number of complaints received in relation to dogs in licensed premises for each 
of the last three calendar years; and 
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2. Enforcement action taken by Council and details of any flexibility Council has in 
relation to enforcement. 

3. Write to the relevant Minister requesting that any laws or regulations that prohibit 
dogs in licensed premises be reviewed with a view to permitting pet dogs in 
licensed premises, such as pubs and bars, but at the absolute discretion of a 
premises’ owners or licensees and subject to any conditions they choose to put in 
place. 

Background 
Many pubs in North Sydney have a long history of permitting patrons to bring pet dogs 
to their premises. However, there have been occasions when Council staff have 
undertaken enforcement action to prevent dogs in pubs in indoor areas.   
For many pubs, permitting dogs is a popular feature of the community environment 
they are seeking to create and services the high number of residents with pet dogs in 
our community. 
This Motion asks for a report from the Chief Executive Officer to clarify Council’s legal 
obligations and its capacity to exercise discretion in relation to its enforcement.  It also 
seeks support for Council to request a broader review from the state government to 
favourably consider relaxing rules which prohibit dogs in pubs. The Motion seeks to 
ensure that it would remain at the discretion of a publican, based on their 
understanding of their customers’ preferences, as to whether to permit dogs and 
under what terms.  

 
 

11.2 Notice of Motion 8/25: Proposal to change the mode of Mayor 
selection to a popularly elected system - Crs Carr & Keen 
1. THAT, in response to the concerns of residents and to ensure a more democratic 
and accountable local government, Council adopt the following recommendations: 
i. the method of selecting the Mayor be amended to a popularly elected system, 

allowing residents to vote directly for their Mayor during regular elections. The 
Mayor will serve a fixed term as prescribed by the Local Government Act, and the 
election process will follow the procedures outlined by the NSW Electoral 
Commission. 

ii. maintain the current two ward system, thus increasing the number of individuals on 
Council from 10 to 11.  

 iii. all relevant legal documents and procedures be updated to reflect this change and 
ensure that the election process remains fair, transparent, and democratic. 

iv. this proposed change be put forward to the public in a referendum at the next 
Council election following extensive public promotion and education, where voters 
will have the opportunity to approve or reject the proposal. 

Background 
During the Council elections in 2017, a badly worded and promoted referendum 
question altered the system of selecting the Mayor in North Sydney. Prior to this 
change, the Mayor and nine Councillors (three from each of the three Wards) were 
directly elected by the residents of North Sydney. Since the change, residents have 
lost the ability to directly elect the Mayor, and there has been growing dissatisfaction 
with this shift. Many residents believe they should have the right to vote for their 
Mayor, as they had in the past. During the implementation of the new system, the 
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number of wards was reduced from three to two, to maintain a total of 10 individuals 
on the Council. 
At present, 37 NSW Councils provide for direct election of the Mayor. This includes 
our three major cities – City of Sydney, Newcastle, and Wollongong. It also applies 
locally to Mosman, Willoughby, Ryde, Hunter’s Hill, Hornsby, Burwood, Canada Bay, 
Liverpool, and Fairfield, to name a few. 
Reverting back to a system of popularly electing the Mayor is not unique and aligns 
North Sydney Council with other similar Councils. Furthermore, it merely returns to 
the system to what was normal practice for many years, with the two most recent 
elections in 2021 and 2024 being the exceptions. 
Current System Issues 
1. The current system does not reflect the direct choice of the North Sydney residents. 
2. A popularly elected Mayor will provide North Sydney residents with a clearer voice 

in the selection of local government leadership. 
3. The democratic principles of accountability and representation would be enhanced 

by giving the electorate the power to vote directly for their Mayor. 
 
 

11.3 Notice of Motion 9/25: Lime and other share-ride bicycles - Crs Carr & 
Keen 
1.THAT Council 
1. immediately engage with Share Bike Operators to: 
a) request geofencing of major intersections across the Local Government Area (LGA); 
b) request bike share operators to share their existing policies regarding the 

return/recovery of abandoned bikes and share any data about the level of this 
activity;  

c) update terms and conditions to include:  
i. riders respecting pedestrian safety and refraining from riding on footpaths.  
ii. proper parking practices to avoid obstructing garden beds, entrances, and 

pedestrian access.  
iii. use of appropriate infrastructure for safe riding.  
iv. require riders to wear a helmet. 

d) address the issue of missing helmets by finding a permanent solution.  
e) request regular patrols (every 48 hours) by company rangers to move bikes to 

designated safe areas and enhance pedestrian safety; and 
f) request Lime bikes to consistently Monitor No Parking Zones (which can be done 

by simply looking at the app, and remove within 24 hours). 
2. negotiate the installation of docking stations paid for by share bike companies, to 

ensure bikes are picked up and returned to specific locations.  
3. write to Minister of Local Government and to the Minister for Roads and 

infrastructure to introduce legislation to effectively manage share bike use 

Background 
Lime and other bike share services are currently operating in the North Sydney area. 
However, these operations are not authorized by North Sydney Council, and under 
NSW State Legislation (Unattended Property Act 2021, Public Spaces Regulation 2022), 
the Council is unable to prevent their operation. While legislation outlines 
requirements for operators, including the relocation of improperly parked bikes, 
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residents are voicing complaints regarding the negative impact of share bikes on local 
amenity and safety. 
Key Issues: 
1. Share bikes are being left on footpaths, across garage doors, across entrance 

doors/gates, in Council garden beds, and even on private property. 
2. Many riders are either missing helmets or deliberately choosing not to wear them. 
3. Riders are using footpaths as bicycle lanes. 
4. Some riders have been observed riding on valuable green spaces, causing damage 

to these areas. 
5. Although residents have been advised to contact bike share companies, the daily 

occurrence of these issues has led to growing frustration throughout the LGA. 
6. These bikes are heavy. Some residents would be quite capable to move them away 

from entrances or when they fall over which happens often, but many residents are 
not. Why is it expected that residents have to deal with this? 

7. From an insurance perspective, who is liable for injuries if residents have to move 
them or pick them up when they fall blocking pedestrian pathways? 

8. Currently Council website allows a window of seven days for bikes to be unattended 
(in the same spot). This timeframe is too long. 

We have a responsibility to our residents to try and rectify the situation in our local 
government area (irrespective what other Councils are doing). 

 
 

11.4 Notice of Motion 10/25: Review of Heritage Pubs - Cr Holding 
1. THAT Council undertake a review of heritage pubs across the North Sydney Local 
Government Area in order to enhance recognition of the role, history, and 
contribution of pubs, and with the intention to protect the enduring viability of 
venues. 
2. THAT as part of the review, Council officers set up a round table meeting with 
interested pub proprietors to review the heritage inventories for the pubs, to ensure 
they are an appropriate representation of each premises. 
3. THAT following the review, a report be provided to Council, with recommendations 
on the potential for listing as heritage items, including as a group of items. 
Background 
The North Sydney LGA has an extraordinary cultural heritage ranging from Aboriginal 
heritage - and the industrial waterfront - to heritage conservation areas protecting 
Victorian and Federation buildings, streetscapes, and parks. In recent times, many in 
our community have been surprised by the lack of State heritage recognition and 
protection of 20th Century heritage – particularly local items such as the MLC Building 
in the North Sydney CBD or the Art Deco Orpheum Cinema in Cremorne.  
North Sydney pubs are a social, cultural, and historical stalwart of Australia. They have 
fuelled, fed, and hosted our social interaction, entertainment, weddings, and wakes 
for nearly two centuries. Heritage Public Houses remain a viable, indelible, and 
important part of both contemporary living - and history. 
It is also true that many pubs that once operated in North Sydney have been lost – 
demolished or converted to other uses. However, there remain a number of key and 
exceptional Art Deco items: The Blues Point Hotel, The Firehouse, The Union Hotel, 
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The Crows Nest Hotel, The Rag & Famish, The North Sydney Hotel, and The Oaks to 
name a few.  
Other Councils have moved to review and protect heritage pubs, where 
appropriate. For example, last year Inner West Council listed 26 pubs and has worked 
with their proprietors to ensure that they remain vibrant places providing music, food, 
and places to meet. The City of Sydney also undertook and supported similar work in 
2020.  
Further pressure continues to emerge from the NSW State Government's Transport 
Oriented Development strategy, which remains vague on the protection or inclusion 
of heritage items. Most of our heritage pubs fall within this sphere of 
influence. Pressures will only increase, and most forward-thinking international cities 
have either begun or are already completing this type of work.  
The recently adopted Culture and Creativity Strategy provides for a heritage review, 
collaboration with local businesses and other levels of government to develop creative 
spaces, and encouraging live music, comedy, and drama in the LGA. The Economic 
Development Strategy includes development of programs to support small business-
led initiatives that enhance local trade, collaboration with local businesses to develop 
and deliver a program that encourages increased local spend, and the development 
of innovative and interactive methods to engage the community with history at key 
local sites. 
We have an incredible and enviable heritage of local pubs which reinforce the unique 
character of this area. This Motion provides an opportunity to work with proprietors 
to ensure that they remain an important part of our streetscape and cultural life. 

 
 

12.  Matters of Urgency 
 
Nil 

 
 

13. CLOSURE 


